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Moscow says its intervention in Syria
is about ﬂﬁing terrorism with the West.
The real reason is closer to home
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Cover Story
Putin Rolls the Dice in Syria
Russia’s unpredictable President hopes his gamble
will lure the U.S. to his side
By Simon Shuster 22
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Bush campaigning in Coral Gables, Fla., on Sept. 12
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